




























Gardner C. Firner, Eaqe. Chatman . r 
Industrial School — | 
Manchester, New Hampshire 


Dear sirs 


"Your letter of novenber: a, 
tive to an interpretation of the word "maintenance" as it appears in ; 
RSA Made has been referred to the undersigned for answer ee cs 


You have stated that, ‘the oka "mainten= 
ance” is further qualified by the term "full", and have requested a *: 
formal opinion of this phrase. I have been unable to find any refer~. 
ence to the word full as a qualification of maintenance as used in ES 
our statute. Therefore, I shall consider only the torm maintenance, | 


The legislature has never defined the 
term maintenance as far as I have been able to discover. A search of 
the law also faile to disclose any casos in which the term has been 
used in similar situations. Ordinarily, maintenance and support are - ©: 
considered in that field of law relating to husband and wife, divorce, 
or wills and estates having reference thereto. in view of this, the 7 
cases are not coer helpful. 


On May 26, 1954, the attorney General 
eae that salntanancs was limited to board and room of the employes | 
‘of the state and to those persons living with him to whom he owes the | 
duty of support by operation of law. Thus, guests and visitors were 
not included in the term and the employee must personas stand She: 
expense of enterternene such persons. : eo oe 

You have further asked wether: a@ reason= 
able use of field scnase orders by the Superintendent, for items of 
food not found in the school store, is proper. It is our opinion that - 
the Board of Trustees is charged with the duty of regulating the method - 
of supplying the maintenance authorised, —— use. of comet lepbaantea | we 
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‘In view of ‘the Tact. 
maintenance, they have. 
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